
World Heritage
and a culture of peace
‘Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is 
in the minds of men that the defences of 
peace must be constructed.’

Preamble to the UNESCO Constitution
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Knowledge
Attitudes
Skills

Student Activity 37: Defining peace and World Heritage

Student Activity 38: World Heritage and peace in your 
region

Student Activity 39: Restoring war-damaged heritage
The Hague Convention protects cultural heritage
Student Activity 40: Protecting cultural and natural 
heritage in times of war
Protecting natural heritage in times of war

Student Activity 41: Prejudice – a threat to peace
Student Activity 42 and student activity sheet: 
Create a World Heritage and peace crossword puzzle

World Heritage and a culture of peace



• World Heritage sites as a testimony to peace, human rights
   and democracy
• the ethical messages of UNESCO and the World Heritage
   Convention
• the importance of racial non-discrimination, tolerance
   and respect for all peoples and their cultures.

• respect other people and their cultures, and
  motivate them to search for peaceful conflict
  resolution in their lives
• to co-operate in the spirit of solidarity in support
  of World Heritage conservation.

• work together as a group (teamwork)
• resolve conflicts peacefully among themselves and help others
  learn about peaceful conflict resolution
• participate democratically in political and civil life
• contribute to UNESCO’s World Heritage conservation efforts.



World Heritage
and a culture of peace

Peace calls for non-violent relations not only between 
countries, but also between individuals, between social 
groups, between a country and its citizens, and between 
people and their environment. Learning about the cultural 
and natural sites inscribed on the World Heritage List helps 
us to understand the various facets of peace by reminding 
us of the magnificent creations of nature and of humanity, 
many of which reflect our eternal aspirations to freedom, 
justice, mutual understanding and respect, love and 
friendship. These constitute our fundamental human 
rights, and are the indispensable ingredients of peace and 
development in terms of each individual, each society and 
the world as a whole.

(a) Freedom from, or cessation of, war or hostilities; 
that condition of a nation or community in which it is 
not at war with another.
(b) A ratification or treaty of peace between two 
powers previously at war.
Freedom from civil commotion and disorder, public 
order and security.
disturbance or perturbation.

1.

3.

2.

Shorter Oxford Dictionary



The Convention Concerning the Protection of the World 
Cultural and Natural Heritage and its World Heritage Fund 
relies on collective international action to safeguard the 
world‘s most important places.

That ignorance of each other’s ways and lives has 
been a common cause, throughout the history 
mankind, of that suspicion and mistrust between the 
peoples of the world through which their differences 
have all too often broken into war;

That the great and terrible war which has now ended 
was a war made possible by the denial of the 
democratic principles of the dignity, equality and 
mutual respect of men, and by the propagation, in 
their place, through ignorance and prejudice, of the 
doctrine of the inequality of men and races;

...That the wide diffusion of culture, and the 
education of humanity for justice and liberty and 
peace are indispensable to the dignity of man and 
constitute a sacred duty which all nations must fulfill 
in a spirit of mutual assistance and concern;

... and that peace must therefore be founded, if it is 
not to fail, upon the intellectual and moral solidarity 
of mankind.

Preamble to the UNESCO Constitution



The movement of a culture of peace , like a great river, is 
fed from diverse streams  –  from  every  tradition, 
culture,  language,  religion  and  political perspective. 
Its goal is a world in which this wealth of culture lives 
together in an atmosphere marked by intercultural 
understanding, tolerance and solidarity. 

Defining Peace and World Heritage
Objective: to better understand the 
relationship between peace and World 
Heritage

Rene C. Romero, National ASPnet Coordinator, 
UNESCO National Commission for the Philippines

UNESCO mission in Tyre on 13/09/2006, headed by Mr. Mounir Bouchenaki, 
Director-General of the International Centre for the Study of the Preservation 
and Restoration of Cultural Property (ICCROM). The Arch of Triumph, ruins of 
the aqueduct behind the columns ©UNESCO/Studionada

Waterton Glacier International Peace Park, Canada and United States of 
America ©UNESCO/Von Droste, B



Many World Heritage sites reflect the fundamental values of 
peace and human rights, and international co-operation has 
often ensured their conservation. Some of them embody 
particularly strong messages in this sense. The Waterton 
Glacier International Peace Park, situated on the border 
between Canada and the United States of America, has peace 
explicitly stated in its title. Inscribed on the World Heritage 
List in 1995, this site encompasses the Waterton Lakes 
National Park in Alberta (Canada) and the Glacier National 
Park in Montana (USA).

Together they form the world’s first International Peace Park 
which offers outstanding scenery, and is exceptionally rich in 
plant and mammal species as well as in alpine and glacial 
features.

Sites that symbolize peace

Waterton Glacier International Peace Park, Canada and United States of 
America ©UNESCO/Von Droste, B



The overriding significance of the Dome lies in what 
it represents: its mute remains symbolize on the one 
hand the ultimate in human destruction but on the 
other they communicate a message of hope for a 
continuation in perpetuity of the worldwide peace 
that the atomic bomb blasts of August 1945 ushered 
in. When the first atom bomb exploded over 
Hiroshima on 6 August 1945, causing the deaths of 
140,000 people, this building was the only one left 
standing near the hypocentre of the bomb blast, 
albeit in skeletal form. It was preserved in that state 
when reconstruction of the city began, and became 
known as the Genbaku Dome (Atomic Bomb Dome). 
In 1966 Hiroshima City Council adopted a 
resolution that the Dome should be preserved in 
perpetuity.The Peace Memorial Park, in which the 
Dome is the principal landmark, was laid out 
between 1950 and 1964. Since 1952 the Park has 
been the scene of the Hiroshima Peace Memorial 
Ceremony, held every year on 6 August.

International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)

The Hiroshima Peace Memorial (Genbaku Dome), inscribed 
on the World Heritage List in 1996 is, on the other hand, a 
stark and powerful symbol of the achievement of world 
peace for more than half a century following the unleashing 
of the most destructive force ever created by humankind.



The war that followed the break-up of the former Yugoslavia 
emphasized the Old City of Dubrovnik in Croatia as a symbol 
of freedom and peace. This splendid old city on the 
Dalmatian coast known as the ‘Pearl of the Adriatic’ has had 
the word Libertas (freedom) inscribed on its flag for many 
centuries. The city became an important Mediterranean sea 
power in the thirteenth century, with a mighty naval fleet 
and a network of consulates and trading stations all over 
Europe.

Although severely damaged by an earthquake in 1667, 
Dubrovnik managed to preserve its beautiful Gothic, 
Renaissance and Baroque churches, monasteries, palaces 
and fountains, as well as the impressive stone wall which 
surrounds nearly all of the old town.This wall, which for 
centuries protected the town from attacks from the sea, 
could not protect the city from the modern shelling it 
suffered a few years ago. Inscribed in 1991 on UNESCO’s List 

The Hiroshima Peace Memorial, ©UNESCO



View of the Old City of Dubrovnik.
'The Pearl of the Adriatic'.
©UNESCO/Brund, David

Old City of Dubrovnik
©UNESCO/Francesco Bandarin

of World Heritage in Danger, Dubrovnik managed to restore, 
with UNESCO’s assistance, the buildings that were damaged, 
and has thus become a symbol of international solidarity as 
well as a continuing symbol of freedom and peace.

Old City of Dubrovnik
©UNESCO/Francesco Bandarin



World Heritage and Peace in your region

Objective: to reflect on heritage sites 
that symbolize peace

In any major war both cultural and natural sites are likely to 
suffer. Specific cultural sites are sometimes deliberately 
attacked in order to destroy the cherished symbols of a 
people’s identity. Natural sites (particularly their fauna and 
flora) may also be threatened in a variety of ways – bombing, 
military vehicles passing through protected natural parks, 
fire, poaching and massive displacement of people. Cultural 
and natural sites which are important sources of tourist 
revenue are also increasingly becoming targets of deliberate 
destruction in wartime.

In the midst of the suffering caused by war, protecting 
cultural and natural sites may appear to be an unaffordable 
luxury.While this may indeed be the case at first glance, 
experience shows that saving our cultural and natural 
heritage is of vital importance, particularly when the sites 
attacked are, or include, buildings such as national libraries, 
churches, museums, universities and centuries-old bridges.

Protecting World Heritage in war



Minaret and Archaeological Remains of Jam
©UNESCO/Margottini Claudio

One of the most evocative examples is the reconstruction in 
Poland of the eighteenth-century Historic Centre of Warsaw, 
inscribed on the World Heritage List in 1980. In August 1944, 
during the Second World War, more than 85 per cent of the 
city centre was destroyed by Nazi occupation troops. After 
the war, a five-year reconstruction campaign by its citizens 
resulted in today’s meticulous reproduction of the churches, 
palaces and market-place. It is an exceptional example of a 
total reconstruction of a span of history from the thirteenth 
to the twentieth centuries, and an expression of pride and 
identity. 

The Young People’s Dubrovnik Appeal calls for:

More efforts and action in solving problems peacefully, as 
wars ruin our heritage.



Having witnessed the massive destruction of our cultural 
heritage during the Second World War, in 1954 the 
international community adopted, in The Hague 
(Netherlands), the Convention for the Protection of Cultural 
Property in the Event of Armed Conflict. The Hague 
Convention contains provisions for the safeguarding of 
movable and immovable property of great importance to the 
cultural heritage of peoples, regardless of its origin or 
ownership, and makes respect for such property obligatory.

Hatra, Iraq ©UNESCO/Giovanni Boccardi

Restoring war-damaged Heritage

Objective: to learn about 
World Heritage restoration



The High Contracting Parties,

Recognizing that cultural property 
has suffered grave damage during 
recent armed conflicts and that, by 
reason of the developments in the 
technique of warfare, it is in 
increasing danger of destruction;

Being convinced that damage to 
cultural property belonging to any 
people whatsoever means damage to 
the cultural heritage of all mankind, 
since each people makes its 
contribution to the culture of the 
world;



Considering that the preservation of the 
cultural heritage is of great importance 
for all peoples of the world and that it is 
important that this heritage should 
receive international protection;

Being of the opinion that such protection 
cannot be effective unless both national 
and international measures have been 
taken to organize it in time of peace;

Being determined to take all possible 
steps to protect cultural property;

Have agreed upon . . .



By becoming a party to the Hague Convention, a country 
commits itself to take all necessary protective measures to 
safeguard such property on its territory.

Briefly, this means that it will undertake to:

• lessen the consequences for cultural heritage of an
  armed conflict and to take preventive measures for
  such protection, not only in time of hostilities but also
  in time of peace;

• set up mechanisms for protection;

• mark certain important buildings and monuments
  with special protective emblems which designate
  them as places to be protected; 

• create special units within the military forces to be
  responsible for the protection of cultural heritage.

Museum of Irak ©UNESCO/Giovanni Boccardi



The Hague Convention has so far been applied during the 
1967 Middle East conflict and, more recently, in the wars 
that ravaged cultural sites in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Cambodia, Croatia (notably the Old City of Dubrovnik) and 
Iraq.

Recently, The UNESCO has implemented several projects for 
the rehabilitation and safeguarding of cultural heritage, 
notably through: the training of cultural professionals 
(Cambodia, Afghanistan, Iraq and Sudan), protecting and 
preserving archaeological sites (Angkor, Bamiyan and Jam), 
rehabilitating historic buildings and monuments (Mostar 
bridge) and museums (National Museum in Baghdad, 
museums of Kabul and Ghazni, National Museum of 
Khartoum), and supporting cultural institutions (National 
Heritage Institute National Library, and Regional 
Conservation Centre in Baghdad). Specific training courses 
for site guards and border patrols have also been developed 
in Cambodia and Iraq to prevent looting and to fight against 
illicit traffic of cultural property. 

World Heritage and Peace in your region

Objective: to reflect on heritage sites 
that symbolize peace



The destruction of some of the most important ecosystems 
on Earth due to recent wars have demonstrated how 
difficult it is to protect natural heritage in such 
circumstances (e.g. the passage of army vehicles, deliberate 
clearing of land by fire, the pressure of the displacement of 
large numbers of people). The example of the Kahuzi-Biega 
World Heritage site, in former Zaire, now the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, illustrates this.

As a consequence of the 1996 war in Rwanda, a 50,000- 
person refugee camp was established on the border of the 
Park, which is the home of the rare and endangered (almost 
extinct) mountain gorillas studied by the scientists George 
Schaller, the late Professor Grzzimek and Diane Fossey. 
Thanks to the efforts of UNESCO, the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees, the national authorities, the 
German aid agency GTZ, and with financial assistance from 
the World Heritage Fund, the refugee camp was relocated to 
a more suitable site.

For example, during the period of conflict in Democratic 
Republic of Congo, many actions were carried out on the 
site, as the sensitization of all the parties involved in the 
conflict on the importance of preserving the universal 
outstanding value of the World Heritage sites or the 
increasing the number of patrols in the central and 
northern sectors of the park. They permitted an increase in 
the gorilla population from 324 individuals in 1989 to 380 in 
2003.



Video Clip

Patrimonito Episode 6

Patrimonito in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, Rwanda and Uganda:

The Virunga Mountains



Humanity’s struggle for the recognition and respect of 
human rights has often accompanied action for peace, 
freedom and development. It has also been associated, from 
early history, with the principles of democracy and people’s 
participation in governance.

Many of the World Heritage sites embody these ideals, 
although they may express them in different, sometimes not 
easily perceivable, ways.The following examples illustrate this 
point.

The Island of Gorée off the coast of Senegal, facing the 
capital Dakar, was from the fifteenth to the nineteenth 
centuries the largest slave-trading centre on the African 
coast. Ruled, in succession, by the Portuguese, Dutch, English 
and French powers, its architecture is characterized by the 
contrast between the dreary slave-quarters and the elegant 
houses of the slave traders. Today it continues to serve as a 
reminder of human exploitation and as a sanctuary for 
reconciliation.

Another poignant reminder of ruthless disregard for human 
rights, and the indescribable suffering that was inflicted on 
millions of innocent people as a consequence, is the 
Auschwitz Concentration Camp in Poland, inscribed on the 
World Heritage List in 1979. Its fortified walls, barbed wire, 
the platforms, barracks, gallows and, above all, the gas 
chambers and the cremation ovens bear witness to the 
conditions under which, during the Second World War, the 
Nazis killed 1.5 million people, including children and the 

World Heritage and human rights



elderly, of twenty four nationalities but mostly of Jewish 
origin, at this site. The site represents a period in the history 
of humanity which needs to be remembered in order to 
avoid further atrocities in the future. It shows the terrible 
consequences of prejudice.

At the site today, the visitors can experience the Auschwitz 
National Museum, consisting of the prison cells, gas 
chambers and cremation ovens. The museum serves as an 
historical and research institute with unique archives. It 
contributes significantly to the ongoing struggle for 
worldwide peace and security as each year Auschwitz is 
visited by thousands of people, including entire school 
classes, from various parts of the world.

Auschwitz Concentration Camp, Poland
©UNESCO/A. Husarska



Prejudice – A threat to Peace

Objective: to eliminate intolerance 
and promote intercultural learning 
and respect for global environment

Statue of Liberty
©UNESCO/Lacoudre, Anthony

Freedom as an essential 
value is the main message of 
several World Heritage sites, 
including, for example, the 
Statue of Liberty and 
Independence Hall, both of 
which are in the United 
States of America. The Statue 
of Liberty, inscribed on the 
World Heritage List in 1984, 
stands at the entrance to 
New York Harbour and has 
welcomed millions of 
immigrants to the country 
since it was inaugurated in 
1886.This monument, 46 
metres in height, was created 
in Paris by the French 
sculptor Frédéric-Auguste 



Create a World Heritage and
peace crossword puzzle

Objective: to reinforce in students’ minds 
the vital links between World Heritage 
conservation and peace

Bartholdi, who was helped with the metalwork by Gustave 
Eiffel (the creator of the Eiffel Tower in Paris, France). A 
symbol of liberty, it represents one of the greatest technical 
achievements of the nineteenth century. The fact that the 
statue, whose funds were raised by international 
subscription, was created in Europe, by a French sculptor, 
strengthens the symbolic value of this World Heritage site as 
an expression of peaceful intercultural exchange.

Independence Hall, located in the heart of the city of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, is the place in which the 
Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the 
United States of America were signed in 1776 and 1787, 
respectively. Since then, the universal principles of 
democracy set forth in these two documents of fundamental 
importance to American and world history have inspired 
lawmakers in many parts of the world. This site was inscribed 
on the World Heritage List in 1979.



Select a World Heritage site relating to peace or aesthetics 
Make posters with a special message promoting both peace 
and World Heritage conservation

Translate the words for peace and heritage into other 
languages with which the student are familiar with and 
make a list (e.g. paix and patrimoine in French, paz and 
patrimonio in Spanish)

Research further, during foreign language studies, World 
Heritage sites related to peace

Read the daily newspaper(s) and cut out articles about 
conflicts or tensions occurring in different parts of the world 
and their possible threats to World Heritage

Collate and present the clippings after one month according 
to geographical regions (e.g. Africa, Arab States, Asia and 

Across the curriculum:
World Heritage and a culture of peace



the Pacific, Europe, North America, Latin America and the 
Caribbean)

Identify any World Heritage sites near the areas of conflict 
or tension, and discuss whether they risk damage or 
destruction

Identify a site relating to or symbolizing peace (in your 
country or elsewhere in the world) which is not (yet) on the 
World Heritage List 

Discuss its historical significance and situate the site with 
respect to the present and to the future

Make a list of synonyms for the word ‘peace’; then select 
one synonym and write a paragraph on it in relation to 
World Heritage

Select a World Heritage site, such as the Island of Gorée, 
Senegal, and research, for example, the number of slaves 
which left the Island in boats bound for the Americas; 
present the data in charts according to decades or 
centuries and discuss the results






